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“We didn’t have the money for a piano.”  “I didn’t have the time.”  “The lessons were horrible & I 
didn’t want to risk another bad teacher.”  “I didn’t think I would be any good at it.” 

Now you are wondering if it may be time to take that next step & start lessons.  To address some 
concerns: 

Upright & digital pianos have come down in price substantially from years past.  To put this into 
perspective, the high quality digital piano bought for me 15 years ago was approximately the same 
as the starting cost of an upright piano in today’s market.  While a piano is still an investment, the 
price is much lower than it used to be & many stores offer financing options to make piano 
ownership more reasonable for individuals & families. 

You haven’t had the time.  There are many reasons for this ... the most common being:   

 Work commitments that seems to leave no time for ‘extras’ 

 You were (or are) taking care of family members, whether they are children, individuals 
with severe disabilities or aging adults. 

 Little consistency when you are home due to travel (work or personal). 

Learning anything new takes time & deliberate effort.  The more consistent practice, the 
faster your progress will be.  That being said, whether this is the right time to take on 
learning a new skill is something only you can decide. 

If you have taken lessons in the past & were unhappy, look at what characteristics the teacher had 
that were off-putting.  What did you like & dislike about your programming (the books, songs, & 
assignments)?  To ensure you hire a teacher who you like & can work with, use these answers to 
formulate questions for prospective teachers.  Below are some other considerations to take 
into account when interviewing teachers. 

TIME: 

When is the best time or day of the week to take lessons?  
For example, if you are available during the day or evening, you could have a teacher meet with 
you in person (whether at a studio or your home).  However, if you are only able to meet early 
morning (before 8am) or late at night (after 9pm), then it may be more difficult to find a teacher 
who will come to you or that you can go to.  In this case, lessons over Skype may be a better 
option. 

How much time will you realistically be able to set aside each week for practice? 
Some teachers are willing to take on students who they know will use their weekly lesson as 
practice time.  Others won’t.  Be honest with yourself & the prospective teacher about how much 
time you can commit.  If the teacher says they are not comfortable with that level of commitment, 
it would not have been a good fit anyway.  For myself, my twins are young & practice time usually 
results in two “helpers” wanting to add accompaniment.   I understand how hard it can be to find 
the time for yourself since I’m “in the trenches” too. 

That being said, there is no “magic pill” that will help you learn an instrument faster.  No matter 
how great your program or teacher, the less time you practice each week the longer it will take to 
become proficient.  Be sure that you are okay with progressing at a more relaxed pace with more 
review in lesson time so the teacher isn’t unfairly bearing the brunt of your frustration. 
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What do you feel is a reasonable trial period for lessons? 
You aren’t completely sold on lessons; that’s all right.  I do recommend that you determine a 
reasonable length of time to commit to lessons.  Keep in mind that it takes several months to 
reach a basic level & play rudimentary pieces.  If you want to play popular songs (Sinatra through 
to the latest Adele song) … it may take longer to learn & master the skills necessary to play these 
songs.  If you want month to month lessons, you may find it difficult to find a teacher willing to 
accommodate you.  After all, this is their livelihood & they need to ensure they are not giving a 
lesson spot to someone who will stop after a month or two.  Knowing ahead of time what your 
reasonable trial period is will allow you to determine which teachers are a good fit for you. 

THE COST: 

Taking lessons costs money even beyond the monthly lesson fee, so it is important to budget 
accordingly.   

Monthly lesson fees can change depending on teacher/studio policy.  Some charge monthly, but 
base this on a weekly lesson fee.  This results in a variable cost dependant on the number of 
lessons per month.  Others have a monthly fee that stays the same regardless of the number of 
lessons.  This allows piano lessons to become a fixed cost that is easy to add to the budget while 
missed lessons are made-up at a time that works for both student & teacher. 

Other costs to consider are books/sheet music, metronome (not always required), recitals 
(teacher/studio provides for free or charges extra), exams or workshops (usually extra cost). 

YOUR GOALS:  Why do you want to learn piano? 

The reason you want to learn piano has a great impact on what type of programming will work 
best for you.  Some teachers only use a particular program, while others are more flexible.  
Knowing your goals helps the teacher to determine what program may be the best fit.  Some 
examples of goals are: 

 Learning songs by a favorite artist or group 

 Play for the family at holidays or gatherings 

 Complete a particular level of a certain program 

 Developing, or maintaining, finger dexterity or flexibility 
When you know what your goals are, it also allows you to monitor your program to ensure that 
you are always moving forward.  If you feel that you aren’t moving forward, it gives you a good 
basis for your conversation with your teacher. 

 

Piano lessons are meant to be enjoyable, not a dreary exercise to reach an unattainable goal.  
When you know what you want, it allows you the freedom to choose the best teacher & 
program for you.  And, if you determine now is not the time to start lessons?  That’s okay, too.  
You can feel confident in your decision knowing that it was the right choice. 

 

Rosemarie Penner is the owner of Must Love Music.  She loves teaching, relaxing with her husband, 
as well as dancing and playing piano with her twins.  For more information, please visit 
www.mustlovemusic.ca  

http://www.mustlovemusic.ca/

